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of the children of the free Mountain?    Tribute \vt
will send thee, but it shall be a stone of our rocks,
and instead of a do/en virgins,  thou shalt have a
doy.cn pigs' tails for thy turban.    If thou wilt attack
us, come.    \Ve trust thou wilt leave thy head with us,
and that it will roll down our mountain slopes, already
strewn with many a Turkish skull.1'    Infuriated at
this reply, the Pasha sent his lieutenant with forty-
five thousand men   against  his  scornful   foes.    For
fourteen days the two armies  kept  up  a  constant
fusillade; then, from lack of ammunition, lhe Monte-
negrins had to retire.    But an unexpected succour
was at hand.    Braving the displeasure of the Vene-
tians, a Serb of Cattaro came and sold them in one
night many thousands of cartridges.    u Like wolves
upon a flock of sheep they fell upon the Turkish
camp, and pursued the enemy till nightfall over hill
and valley."   Till the close of Vassili's reign, in 1/66,
no Turkish soldier set foot again on the rocks  of
Montenegro.

Meanwhile its rulers had both re-opened relations

with Russia.  Before he retired into the new monastery

which he had  built at Stanievic, and resigned all

power into   the hands of Vassili,  Sava visited the

Empress Elizabeth at Moscow, paying his respects

on his return to Frederick the Great at Berlin.    The

Empress received him graciously, and, in pursuance

of an unfulfilled promise of Peter the Great, allowed

his country a sum of three thousand roubles a year

as compensation for the losses which it had incurred

during the war of  1711.    Vassili,  in his  turn, was

made equally welcome.    The Empress gave him one